HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
French cannon under the command of M. Las (Law). All these
marched together through Chetpet, Tiiniri, Pulur and halted at
Tirnamal (Tiruvannamalai) from which place Husayn Dost
Khan wrote a letter to Hazrat-i-A'la.
The letter of Husayn Ddsl Khan to Hasrat-i-A'la
"By the benedictions of (he grace of the skilful Master,
by the assistance of the strength of the Lord, the absolute
authority over the kingdom of the Carnatic is entrusted to
me by the mandate of the previous sovereign. The rightful
image of mine having appeared, I have no partner in that
authority; other semblances which claimed authority disappeared
behind the curtain of falsehood. All that had happened to the
ruler of theDeccan by moans of my bloody sword is well known
in these days. All that resulted to Nawwab Siraju'd-Dawla
Bahadur from my bold attack is a warning to all prud nt
men. It is improper that your authority which is confined
to a single fort at Nattharnagar and exercised over a limited
number of people under your dependency, should claim equality
with my absolute authority over the government, and the
unrestiicted power of my command. Tf you seek safety,
better surrender the fort, so that no kind of molestation will
happen to you, and the thorn of anxiety will not prick the
inclinations of your clear mind. Else you will sec what
storm the inundation of my sword will excite; what things the
lightning of my attack will pour on the threshing-lloor of
Nattharnagar. More after I receive your reply/'
This letter of Husayn Dost Khan reached Hazrat-i-A'la
at a time when great confusion was preying on the strength
of the dominion, because of the climax of Hazrat-i-Ala's ill-
ness to the despair of the skilful physicians. Undoubtedly
weakness was pervading the healthy limbs of the kingdom
owing to the conquests of 'Alam AH Khan, the loss of the
strength for want of the medicines of allied forces and the
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